
 

 

 

 

 

 
APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 

 
 

SAT 06
TH

 NOVEMBER ALL 2 PM 

SUN 02
ND

 JANUARY ALL 2PM  - OXALIC ACID 

SAT 22
ND

 JANUARY ALL 2PM – WINTER CHECK 

 

Officers and Contact Information: 
President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 

 
 

I mentioned last month that some BKAs were closing their doors to new members and there are some 
reporting a tail off in interest. I attended the BBKA Forum which is where local BKAs put forward 
suggestions to help the BBKA Executive Committee plan for the future. I spoke to one person who said 
his BKA caps membership at 120. They run an introductory course and any who want to carry on either 
have to wait until there is a space, or go to another BKA who will accept them. We now have 186 
members of which 160 are “beekeepers”, and I doubt if we will cap membership. 
 
On the day of the supper several of us went to Thorne’s sale at Windsor. It is usually heaving with people 
and in the past it has sometimes revealed the aggressive side of some beekeepers, with such antics as 
someone sitting on a pallet of goods and announcing “these are mine”! This year there were noticeably 
less people and everything was calm, so perhaps there is a dropping off of interest. We loaded up 3 
vehicles and couldn’t have got one more brood chamber or super in. 
 
On a few occasions this year I have come across colonies that have been correctly treated with 
Apiguard, but after treatment there have still been bees with deformed wings and mites on adult bees. I 
spoke to a Bee Inspector who said he also felt Apiguard wasn’t working so well this year. Please check 
your colonies as a heavy mite load now will probably mean a dead colony in the spring. 
 
At the meeting on 16 Oct Daisy called me over to her group because there were a number of young bees 
with DWV. On checking the record sheets it emerged there was no entry on the date the second 
application of Apiguard should have been given, I suspect because the colony got missed. This shows 
how important it is to treat as per instructions. We run a teaching apiary and for those in Daisy’s group 
hopefully they had a short sharp learning experience. This raises the question of everyone learning 
together, and not just those in one group, as I think more will be taken in if learnt on the day rather than 
through the newsletter later. I once thought of a general debriefing of each group, but I went to another 
Div who did just that and a number of people seemed more interested in the tea and nattering, making it 
unworkable. We also come back from the bees at different times. 
 
Someone has pointed out in a friendly way that I often mention errors in books and it might make 
beginners wonder what or what not to read, or perhaps put them off altogether. I have absolutely no 
problem with ways of doing things other than the ones I use, providing they are sound and used as part 
of the type of management being advocated, but I get very frustrated and annoyed when simple factual 
things are wrong, and unfortunately in several books this is the case. One of the problems is that for 
some strange reason some people seem to think they can write a book about beekeeping when they 
have little or no knowledge themselves. In the last couple of weeks many of us have been circulated with 
details of a new book by a photographer who has kept bees for a year. The photographs are superb, but 
the accuracy of the text is poor, with both bad terminology and factual things incorrect. The author claims 
to have had guidance from a couple of experienced beekeepers, but one wonders what “experienced” 
means. A beginner can be forgiven for looking at the presentation and assuming the content is good. At 
an apiary meeting some time ago we had a discussion about good and bad bee books, and as a result I 
was asked to produce notes on a number of books. This I have done and they are regularly included in 
the newsletter, and then are put on the website. Please refer to them, as there are some good books and 
I would rather you read them.  
 
 

 



 

 

 PIP Contd.. 
 

One of our members has a supply of good used wood and I am prepared to make open mesh floors to 
the same design as we use at Dounhurst, but with two options, with and without alighting board, national 
only. I have access to woodworking machinery and will make one batch. I can offer the floors in kit form 
including the mesh for £8 each. Any profits to WG. Assembly instructions are on Dave Cushman’s 
website, or we can have an assembly day during the winter. These floors are heavier and much 
stronger than those commercially available, and don’t need mouse guards, but you will have to coat 
them with preservative yourself and supply your own nails. If you would like any please contact me by 
the end of November. 
 
As some people have bought hives I am prepared to have a hive making day providing the numbers are 
worth it. If you are interested please contact me and we can set a date. 
 

Two common questions in the autumn are about insulation and ventilation of hives. It is easy to 
humanise bees and think they need to be kept warm, but they are cold blooded and have their own way 
of huddling together to keep warm.  
 
When I started beekeeping the double walled WBC hive was the most popular. Many beekeepers 
thought the air space kept the colony warmer in the winter and they packed the space above the crown 
board, or canvas quilt as was used in those days, with such things as cast off clothes or sacks of straw 
or chaff. There were two other single walled hives in use, the “cottager” and the national that was 
becoming popular, and although the former had a space for packing the latter didn’t. It was found by 
many that bees wintered just as well without packing, and the practice has gone out of fashion. In the 
colder areas some beekeepers use a polystyrene ceiling tile above the crown board, but I doubt if that 
makes any difference. 
 
As far as ventilation is concerned some people prop the crown board up with match sticks, but I prefer 
to leave the feed hole in the crown board open. This actually gives about half the area as the matchstick 
method, and the bees don’t propolise it up. I also put the slot crossways so you can see if there is any 
sealed food left without opening the colony. I have put the details on the BBKA website along with some 
other hints and tips http://www.britishbee.org.uk/hints_and_tips.php 
 
A couple of members have asked about changing over to OMFs at this time of the year. Bees have 
arranged their brood nest to suit the conditions, so I think unless the colony is sheltered I would leave it 
until the spring, but take the entrance block out to aid ventilation, and use a standard mouse guard. 
 
I generally open the crown board holes and put on mouse guards towards the end of November, and do 
the reverse at the end of February. 
 
Cold rarely kills bees, but very often damp does, and I have found much less of a winter problem since 
using OMFs. They also seem to reduce chalk brood. 
 
Mentioning the “hints and tips” above, did anybody spot the photograph of a WG colony taken from the 
BBKA website that got used in the Oct copy of BBKA News? It was used in the wrong context, but it 
doesn’t matter. 
 
 

Roger 

http://www.britishbee.org.uk/hints_and_tips.php


 

 

 

BEGINNERS DAY 2011  -  Sat Feb 19th 2011 
 

The next Beginners Day is arranged for Sat Feb 19th 2011. If you are new to beekeeping this 
year and didn’t come to the last one then we advise early booking. If you know someone who 
is interested in Beekeeping then please let them know. 
 
Full details of the day, together with a booking form, are in the Diary of Events section of our 
website at  www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Book Review 
 
 

Beekeeping – A Seasonal Guide. By Ron Brown. 
 

This book as the title implies tries to indicate what beekeepers should be doing at certain times during the 
year. I found the content very good and apart from a couple of howlers I would recommend it as a reliable 
general guide up to the Intermediate stage. It gives advice for beekeepers of different levels, and although I 
can see what the author was trying to achieve I found it made it rather confusing and disjointed. 
Considering it was published in 1985 all the photographs were disappointingly in black and white, which 
gives the impression the book is rather old fashioned. There is a description of driving bees which is a 
technique the old skeppists used to avoid sulphuring bees, and is no use to the modern beekeeper. 
Overall I think this is a useful book and far better than many. 
 
Beekeeping Up - To - Date. By Joseph Tinsley. 
 
This was one of my guides when I started beekeeping. It was published in 1945 so no longer up to date. 
The author was previously Beekeeping Lecturer at the West of Scotland Agricultural College, but I believe 
when he wrote the book he was apiarist to E.H. Taylor Ltd of Welwyn who were appliance manufacturers. 
The content is sound, but of course does not include managing for oil seed rape or varroa. As with a lot of 
these older books there are some good things if you search for them, and I believe a beekeeper with a 
reasonable understanding will get quite a lot from it. On looking at it with a critical eye there are several 
obvious gaps, but I still think well worth reading 

Membership Renewal 
 

Yes!! Its that time of year again!! No sooner have you finished thinking about a busy 2010 season, its time to 
be enroling for 2011!! You should find a form attached to this newsletter, but if you can't find it, please give 
me a call on 01403 752169, and I will make sure you are supplied. The good news is that none of the fees 
have been raised - the Associations, BBKA, BDI (bee diseases insurance) and BeeCraft magazine 
subscriptions are all the same as they were last year. If you wish to take up the offer of the reduced rate bulk 
subscription for BeeCraft - then, as usual, I need your order and payment by return- the order is placed 
by end November 
  
Towards the top of the form, you will see two tick-box options. The first of these concerns your rights under 
data protection. We hold a database of members names and addresses for administration, and once a year 
(usually April-May) we circulate a list of this information to all our members.  Many of us - especially 
beginners - find this list hugely helpful, and from it, can identify neighbouring beekeepers who can offer 
advice or lend a hand in an emergency. If you would prefer that your personal details are NOT circulated, 
then, you should tick the box. 

http://www.wgbka.org.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisborough Green Winter Evening Meetings 
 
The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood. 
 

 
All commence at 7.30pm. 
 

 
November 11

th
 2010 

 
Roger Patterson will provide an insight in to the unusual places that people keep bees! 
He says that this will be a fairly “light hearted” talk! 
 
 

December 9
th

 2010 
 
Pam Hunter is Chairman of our neighbouring Association, Central Sussex BKA and sits 
on the BBKA Executive Committee. As an independent consultant scientist, she 
frequently writes and speaks on beekeeping matters, her particular interests being in 
navigation, foraging and pollination aspects of bees, the subject upon which she will 
speak tonight.  Tom Moore has heard this talk on a previous occasion and assures us 
that it is not to be missed! 
 
 

January 13
th

 2011 
 
Many of us know Diane Steele, who works during the summer season alongside Alan 
Byham as our Seasonal Bee Inspector. She was intending to talk to us last January 
about her experiences during her first spell in the job, but the meeting was cancelled 
due to snow. She will now have even more material to pack in to her talk which should 
prove interesting and entertaining. 
 
 

February 10
th

 2011 
 
Roger will again speak, this time on the slightly more serious topic of “Making Increase” 
– a timely subject as the days lengthen and the start of the active season draws closer. 
 
 

March 17
th

 2011 
 
The AGM will be followed by “Any Questions” when a distinguished panel of experts will 
answer everybody’s’ questions about beekeeping. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



WISBOROUGH GREEN BEEKEEPING ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP / RENEWAL FORM: 2011  

 Members Details – ONE BBKA Member per form :                                               Date: ………………………. 

Title/First name/ Surname:   .................................................................................................................... 
 
Address  :       .......................................................................................................................... ................ 
 
        ................................................................................ Post Code :   ...................................... 
               
Home Phone :   ............................................................Mobile: …………………………………………… 
 
E-Mail :……………….....………............................................................................................ 

 Data Protection and Posted Newsletters - Options:     
On payment of a BBKA Membership, your details will be passed to BBKA and/or BDI for circulars and 
insurance cover etc. and BeeCraft as appropriate. They undertake not to sell or otherwise disclose your 
details to any third party (in compliance with The Data Protection Act, under which they are registered).  

Your details will also be used for our local 2010 Members List which will be sent to all Wisborough Green 
BKA members unless you tick the box here………….………………………..….………………………… [      ]    

Adding your E-mail address will enable quick contact for ad hoc apiary meetings, and help to keep postage 
costs down.  If you would prefer to receive your newsletter by post, then please tick the box here.    [       ] 

 Wisborough Green BKA Membership subscriptions: 
1. BBKA Registered (previously called ‘Full’) Member……………………:  £24.00                            £…..….'........ 
2. BBKA Partner Member (partner also has own apiary) ….....………….:  £19.90                            £.….…..'....... 
3. BBKA Country Member (no bees)…………………………………….....:  £15.00                            £…..….'.......  
4. Associate Member (if you are also a member of another association) :    £5.00           £..........'....... 
5. Junior Member:…..………………………………………………………… :   £2.50           £..........'....... 
6. Family Member - Name(s).....................................................................:   £0.50                   £..........'....... 
7. Social Member (no BBKA, no bees, gets newsletter and welcomed to meetings!):  £7.00             £.........'….... 

 

 Extra Bee Diseases Insurance (BDI) :   ‘I anticipate having a total of ......................colonies in 2010’. 
Three colonies of bees are already insured with your ‘BBKA Registered’ or ‘BBKA Partner’ membership. 
Extra BDI is payable:   for 4 - 5 colonies £2.00;   for 6 - 10 £5.25;    for 11 - 15 £7.75;    for 16 - 20 £9.50;   
for  21 – 25  £11.10;  for more than 25 please ask. Insurance is invalid unless ALL colonies are insured. 

(EXAMPLE:  For 7 colonies, you pay an extra £5.25, to add to the £2.00 BDI already paid with your subscription).             £ .........'…... 

 BEECRAFT : For full year Dec-Dec subscription renewals, please RESPOND BY RETURN for the  
END NOV publishers DEADLINE! Copies are sent by post, and with 10% bulk discount, subscription  
for 12 copies is £21.60.                For part -year subscriptions – please ask for price.  
See also www.bee-craft.com for BeeCraft information and shop.                                                          £...........'....... 
                                  

Donation to Association Funds at your discretion                           £  .........'.......               
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              --------------------- 

 Total:    Please make cheques payable to ‘WSBKA Wisborough Green’ and send to:                                                           
Mrs Judy Knight, 11 Plaistow Road, Loxwood, Billingshurst, West  Sussex, RH14 0SX       TOTAL:   £….......'....... 
(Tel : 01403 752169 for any queries ).           

BBKA (British BeeKeepers Association) Membership Classes Explained: 
a)  ‘BBKA Registered Members’ are entitled to £5,000,000 third party public liability insurance, BBKA News magazine and access to 

members’ website: BBKA charges £14.00 for this.   Added to this is £2 for minimum 1-3 hive Bee Diseases Insurance. 
b)  ‘BBKA Partner Members’ live at the same address as a Registered Member, and receive the same benefits as the Registered 

Member eg separate 3rd party insurance and website access but  share mailed BBKA News and correspondence.  BBKA fee is 
66% of the full rate - ie £9.90. Added to this is £2 for minimum 1-3 hive Bee Diseases Insurance.   

c) ‘BBKA Country Members’ have no bees or 3rd party insurance, but get website access and magazine. Charge is half full rate: ie £7.00. 
Wisborough Green Membership Fees 

- are made up from the appropriate BBKA fee (above) as well as the following, as appropriate for those with / without bees: 
 West Sussex BeeKeepers Association (WSBKA) levy of £ 1.00 
 Wisborough Green Division levy of £ 7.00 

http://www.bee-craft.com/
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